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UNITED STATES ENGR 9
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT .

State Office T
710 N, E, Holladay
Portland 12, Oregon

October 31, 1962

Fred M, Darby
County Surveyor
Douglas County
Roseburg, Oregon

Dear Mr, Darby:

Reference is made to your letter of October 25, 1962, concerning
the line between Sections 22 and 23, T. 23 S., R. 7 W., Willamette
Meridian, Oregon.

The restoration of this line as made by Brooks was based omn the
records of the Hutchinson survey and the Byars resurvey. Byars
found the Hutchinson corner of Sections 22, 23, 26, and 27. He
did not retrace the segment of line between Sections 23 and 26,
lying west of the river. Byars did not find the % sec, cor, of
Sections 22 and 23 set by Hutchinson. At 80.00 chs., not finding
the Hutchinson corner, he reestablished the corner of Sectioms 14,

15, 22, and 23.

In the resurvey the Byars Corner of Sections 14, 15, 22, and 23,
was recovered. The corner of Sections 22, 23, 26, and 27 had been
reestablished by Mr. Haines in accordance with advice to Mr. Phillips
in 1957, that is, at record distance from the controlling cormer to
the west, and in an old fence row built on the section line when
the original corner was known, which controlled the morth - south
position, These were the only two corners in this vicinity which
are mentioned in the letter to Mr. Phillips, which I have just
reread. At the time he was more concerned with the cormers farther
north. Additional corner recoveries by Mr. Haines later changed
the situation up there.

The corner of Sections 22, 23, 26, and 27 has to be a common
corner in order to protect lot 1 of Section 23 and lots 1 and 2

of Section 26. The segment of line between Sections 23 and 26,
lying west of the river would extend East, record distance of
10.80 chs. This line is also marked by ‘the old fence row. The
segment of the line lying west of the % sec, cor, of Sections 23
and 26 and east of the river would extend West, record distance of
19.75 chs. Each of these is a terminal meander corner, and would

IN REPL.Y REFER TO:




be restored by the method of original control as described in
Section 382 of the Manual of Surveying Instructions. No tie was
ever made between them,

The ; section corner of Sections 22 and 23, was reestablished at
midpoint between the section corners as in the record of the Byars
survey., After Byars had crossed the river by offsetting, he stated
he set a meander post of Sections 22 and 23 at 43.00 chs., then began
a steep ascent at 44.00 chs. It is noted that, whereas Hutchinson
made the original survey in July and August, when the water is low,
Byars made his resurvey in February, when the water is high. This
would account for the fact that his position of the river is so

close to the steep ascent. The Brooks resurvey of this line was

made in the middle of September, also in time of low water, and
agrees well with the Hutchinson notes., A sampling of river elevations
noted by the Hydrographic Survey over nearly 60 years shows the
average difference in river level between the two periods of the

year to be about 5 or 6 feet, varying from about 25 feet to 10 feet,
All of these facts caused us to be distrustful of the midpoint of
Byars' line actually falling in the river.

The alternative method, treating the portion of Section 23, lying
east of the river as fractional, was considered. This would result
in the east - west center line's being extended westerly on a mean
course between the north and south boundaries. In this case,
referring to Mr. Haines' plat, the whole south boundary east of

the river would be considered (S. 89° 44' W. to the % sec. cor.,
thence West, record distance, to the point for the meander corner.)
Using Mr. Haines' data, this would make the bearing slightly north
of his center line, However, the law provides that this method
shall be used ''where the opposite corresponding quarter-section
corners have not been or can not be fixed....'". 1In this case we
are of the opinion that the position of the { sec. cor. of Sections
22 and 23 can be fixed, that is, at midpoint between the section
corners. The resulting position is still 40.62 chs. south of the
cor, of Sections 14, 15, 22, and 23, somewhat longer than the
record and substantially greater than Byars' usual measurement.

This resurvey was only recently sent to the Director. It will
probably be several months before it is approved. The manner of
corner establishment will undoubtedly be checked closely. Should
you disagree with the line of reasoning used in the resurvey, let
us know, and a memorandum will be sent to the Director emphasizing
this particular part of the survey. We have a high regard for Mr.
Haines' work., This is a rather unusual surveying problem, and we
are glad to discuss it.

Sincerely yours,

%ﬂﬂ/ A. WM

Thomas A, Tillman
Chief, Branch of Cadastral
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